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B. Dis. 8698 of 36, dated January 1, 1937. 


Administration Report—State Museum—Fasli 1345. 


The Museum Curator’s letter R. C. No. 98/M. of 1936 dated September 7, 


1936. 


Recorded. 


2. The number of persons who visited the Museum, increased slightly from 
1,33,647 in fasli 1344 to 1,33,981 in the fasli under report. 

3. The number of exhibits increased by 42. 

4. The expenditure on the upkeep of the Museum increased from 
Rs. 4,198 in fasli 1344 to Rs. 4,629 in the fasli under review. 

5. Extensive repairs were made to the building and further improvements 
are in progress. 

6. Mr. Hargreaves, formerly Director General of Archaeology in India, 
visited the Museum in the fasli under review and made some valuable suggestions 
for its improvement which the Curator is carrying out as far as possible. The 
Curator 1!^. K. V'enkatarangam Raju devoted himself to his work with his usual 
enthusiasm. 


(By order of the Darbar), 

P. DHARMA RAJAN, 
Superintendent. 
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clowter of no interest or beauty which surrounds the main temple and is likely 
to fall and damage it. I also excavated the site of a temple in Ottakoil close to 
the bund of Vennavikul^m m Chettippatti viUage of Kolattur Taluk. The site 
covera about 2 acres of land. Tr^es of ruined temples were found and images 

obje^ion to Asturbmg the site m any way, trained workmen had to begot from 
the Town. On systematically excavating the spot, the basements of two small 
temple's facing each other were found and in another part of the site five 
stone imaps of Jam Thirthankaras all tolerably well preserved. All the images 
are finer than those that I had previously found and exhibited in the Stete 
Museum. The longest of them measures S' 8" in height and .3' across the 
shoulders. It 18 a seated nude fi^re in the Dhyana pose and is flanked by 
Chown (fly-whisk) bearers. I also foimd two interesting stone pillars resting 
on couchant lions and each measuring 5 feet in height. These are simUar to the 
pillars m front of the rwk-cut V ishnii temple of the Pallava period at xMalayadip- 
patti. Ihey probably belong to the latter part of the eighth century A. D. 

urther exploration and epavation will be made in the course of the next fasli. 

1 he site is to fenced with stone posts and barbed wire with a gate provided 
vuth a lock and the images and pillars collected together erected on a substantial 
oase. ihe site has been declared a protected monument. 


Ethnological Sectifm.—This section continued to attract many visitors 

hv Hipossible ways. The collection of ornaments worn 
by different ^astes m the State is one of the more important exhibits. Most of 
^em are of silver gilt and were made some years ago. They were all reirilt 
«thalies.”^Kowndan women were fdded to the collectio?of 


<1^ ^‘ndustrial Section —There were no additions 
fabrics in this section were rearranged and relabelled. 


The exhibits of 


Special attention was paid to this section this year. 
Almost all the exhibits were relabelled. 

, Num^nat^ Section —Eight silver coins were added to this section. Six 
of these all Moghul coins were presented by the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. The other two were bought locally. ' ^ 

• 

Geol^y and 3Iineralogy. A considerable amount of rearrangement has 

been done in this section during the year. There were no additions during the 
year. ® 

Natural History .—Only 17 exhibits were added to this section during the 
^r. As I have already stated the number of mammalian exhibits is poor, 
liie bird gallery received some additions. All the specimens in it were 
completely rearranged and short descriptive notes were attached to most of the 
specimens, ^yherever possible the vernacular names were given on the labels as 
well as the scientific names. 

Among the additions to this section, the following are interesting. 

The Pheasana-talled Jacana (Hydrophaaianus Chirurgus). 

female.^^^ Red-wattled lapwing {Lobivandlus indicus indicus) male and 

The common Indian nightjar [Caprimulgus Asialicus). 

During the year many of the birds’ skins that had been stored awav for 
want of smtable cases were taken out and stuffed for exhibition ^ 
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Fishes and Reptiles .—^There were no additions to this section. A few 
specimens collected this year were used to replace damaged exhibits. 

Insects .—^This section was considerably improved* Many old or imperfect 
specimens were replaced by better ones. 

Establishment .—During the year under report the Darbar were pleased to 
increase my personal pay from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30 a month. The pay of the 
Taxidermist was also raised from Rs. 22J-1-27J to Rs. 25-1-35 a month and 
that of the Head peon from Rs. 12 to Rs. 13 a month. The establishment 
continued to work satisfactorily during the year. 

The net cost of maintaining the institution during the year amounted to 
Rs- 4,628—15—6. Details are given in Appendix E. 

I was on tour for nearly 41 days in the first half of the year and visited 
Kunnandarkoil, Malayadippatti, Madathukkoil, Chettippatti, Enadi, Tiruvalan- 
gudy, Keelanilai, Munasanday and Kodumbalur and took photographs of 
monuments of Archaeological interest. The Taxidermist accompnaied me to 
some of these places to help me in collecting specimens for the Natural History 
section. From 3rd September 1935 1 was on privilege leave for 15 days and 
M. R. Ry. L Gangadhar Rao, Veterinary Assistant, Tirugokarnam, was in charee 
of the Museum. ® 


On 27th January 1936 Mr. H. Hargreaves, a former Director-General of 
Archaeology in India, visited the State Museum on behalf of the Museums 
Associations, London and after closely inspecting the collections in the State 
Museum for two consecutive days made some valuable suggestions for its 
improvement I am now giving effect to those as far as possible. 

In conclusion I have to thank the Darbar sincerely for their continued 
encouragement of my endeavours to make this a comprehensive and well-arranged 
Museum and for the interest that they display in my work. 


. 7187 
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R. Di*s. No. 8569 of 1937. 


Proceedings of the Pudukkottai Darbar dated 7—12—1937, 


Subject :—Administration Report—State Museum — Fasli 1346. 

The Museum Curator’s letter R. C. No. 122-M. of 1937 dated 
September 20, 1937. 

Recorded. 

2. The number of visitors to the Museum rose from 1,33,981 in Fasli 
1345 to 1,34,105 in Fasli 1346. 

3. Fifty-six new exhibits were added. 

4. Expenditure rose from Rs. 4,629 in Fasli 1345 to Rs. 5,092 in 
Fasli 1346. 

5. The repairs begun in the previous fasli were completed. The tiled 
roof of the Archaeological section was replaced by reinforced concrete and an 
arched verandah was added. 

6. Mr. K. Venkataranga Raju devoted himself to his work with his 

usual zeal and enthusiasm. 

% 

7. Distinguished visitors who visited the museum recorded appreciative 


remarks. 


27—11—37. 


A. TOTTENHAM, 
Administrator. 
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MUSEUM—ADMINISTRATION REPORT—FASLI 1346—SUBMISSION. 


I have the honour to submit the annual report on the working of the State 
Museum, Pudukkottai, for the year 1936—1937 (Fasli 1346). 

The total number of visitors to the Museum during the year was 1,34,105 
against 1,33,981 in the previous year. 8,950 males and 561 females wrote their 
names, i. e., 7*10 per cent of the visitors were literates. The number of gosha ladies 
admitted on Monday afternoons, which are specially reserved for them was 569. 
The number of school boys and girls who visited the Museum with their 
teachers to study the exhibits was as usual not encouraging. 

The largest attendance recorded on a single day during the year was 
18,118, on Tirugokarnam Car festival day which fell on 21st July 1936, the 
majority of the visitors being mofussil people. 

The total number of days on which the Museum was open to visitors 
during the year was 265, and the daily average attendance was 506'06. Details 
are given in Appendix A. , 


The tiled roof of the Archaeological section of the Museum building 
was replaced by a reinforced-concrete terrace. The verandah was reconstructed 
with masonry arches supporting a terraced roof. All the windows in the front 
of the building were glazed and the old doorway of the archaeological section 
replaced. The appearance of the building was thus greatly improved. 

There were not many additions to the Museum. The number of exhibits on 
the last working day is shown below;— 


Archaoology 

New 

additions. 

Nil 

Total on the 
working day of tin 

595 

Art and Industrial section 

4 

330 

Ethnolo^ 

Nil 

748 

Economic section 

9 

993 

Numismatic section ... 

6 

811 

Natural History section 

7 

1885 

Entomological section 

14 

1981 

Pictures ... 

••• 

... 25 

Library 

IG 

350 


56 
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During the year no pre-historic burial sites were excavated. I was fully 
occupied with other works of archaeological interest. As already stated in my 
last year’s report, the plain pillared cloister, of no interest or beauty, surrounding 
the beautiful Siva temple at Madathukoil near Nanguppatti in Kolattur 
taluk, which threatened to fall at any moment and damage the main 
building was carefully removed. The Amman Koil of the Siva temple, 
all the walls of which were out of plumb, was carefully restored. This took me 
nearly two months in the latter half of the Fasli. From March 1937 onwards 
I continued the excavation of the temple site in Ottakoil close to the bund of 
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Vennavikulam tank, in Cbettippatti village of Kolattur taluk, which I had begun 
in the previous year. Opposite to the basements of the two small temples 
mentioned in my last year’s report, the moulded basement of another big temple 
was exposed. It includes the basement of a garbhagriham measuring 35' in length 
and 18 in breadth, and that of a mahamantapam measuring 25' square attached 
to it in front. The whole structure appears to have faced east. The site on 
which these structures stand appears to have been surrounded by a boundary 
wall (prakaram) with a gateway on the east in line with that of the main shrine. 
Only the beautiful moulded basement of the structure is now intact. When 
excavating the site, I unearthed various fragments of the superstructures. 
They are large well-dressed blocks of stone, which can be identified as parts of 
various shrines, vimanas, pilasters, corbels, cornices, finials, etc. Some are 
well carved in the Chola style prevalent in the 9th and 10th centuries A. D. 
I also found twelve fine stone images of Jain Tirtankaras, all tolerably well 
preserved, and two more stone figures of couchant lions in addition to the 
two supporting pillars mentioned in my last year’s report. On carefully 
examining the site, basements of many more smaller temples surrounding 
the main shrine, appeared to be traceable. On either side of the beaded 
moulding in front of the main basement is a Tamil inscription. That on the 
south re^s “ which is the usual beginning of inscriptions of the 

King Raja Raja Chola. The inscription on the north reads “ a.enu.iu tap 

gjuuoiittfl 

In the course of my excavation I also found near the north-eastern corner 
of the basement of the big shrine a steel sacrificial sword, exactly like those 
often found in the urns of prehistoric burial sites. It is 16J" in length 
and in breadth throughout except near the point. The blade has a 

ridge down the middle on both sides. One end is narrowed for a length of i inch 
to a breadth of | inch probably to be fixed into a handle. The presence' of a 
sword in a Jain temple seems rather strange. 

The renovation of the Vijayalaya Choliswara temple on Melamalai in 
Narthamalai was taken in hand in the middle of April 1937. As already stated 
in my Administration Report for Fasli 1339, this is a beautiful temple of 
much archeological interest. Three sides of the shrine were out of plumb. 
Some of the corbels were threatening to fall, and there was a bad crack from 

top to bottom in the eastern wall. A sub-shrine detached from the main shrine 
and east of it was in a state of collapse. 

During the year several stone-buUt temples of the early Chola period 
attracted the attention of the State authorities. It is generally believed 
that the construction of temples completely built of stone in Southern India 
ceased with the first half of the 9th century, and that from the beginning 
of the second half of that century, only the lower parts of temples were 
built of stone and their superstructures of brick. But in Pudukkottai State 
there are structural temples entirely of stone that seem to have been constructed 
as late as the 10th century. Unfortunately they are now more or less ruined. 
The structural temple at Kaliyapatti in Kolattur taluk may be taken as an 
example. It stands facing east in a completely neglected condition in a field a 
few furlongs to the south of the village. It is a small but beautiful edifice. 
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built completely of well dressed and close-filtiag bipoks of gneiss. The gurblia- 
gribuin iffitb its stoue vimanu is the only purtion that is now intact. It 
incasiires 8' aquaro and its walls are thick. The vimana Is piaiii and simple, 
resembling that of iVIiiTarkoil iu ivodutnbalur both in appearance and structure. 
A closed ardhamantapam measuring 0 square appears to have been attached 
to it in front. Of this only the moulded basement, now rctuams. Many stones 
that belonged to tJie superslrnotnre are lying scattered round about it. As in 
the case of temples built in the early CUola pcritvl, there appear io have been 
seven small sub-shrines arranged on the foiir sides of the main shrine, and also a 
boundary wall (pralmram) with a gateway in Hue with that of the main shrine- 
A (pAcred bull of Si vat appears to have been placed in front of the vimuna 

racing ilio garbhagriha on a moulded pedestal. The main vimana appears to 
have been orlgiimlly plajitorcd and decorated wit h stucco; theto are still traces 
of the plaster. Nearly ten temples of this typo were traced in the coiir<*e of the 
the Pasli. Ail of them have been conserved and they will be restored as 
funds permit. 

In early times there appear to have been uvany Jain settbrnentsin the State. 
In the fosli. Eve stone Jain image.s ivhich had not been noticed before were 
found at Chettippatti, Tiruppur, Voerakhudi and Kammngudi in Kolattiir taluk 
and Thekkattur in TitiinmyyAm tabik. They were no doubt originally installed 
in temples of which all traces have dieappeured. A atone Tirtankara found 
burled i5' below the ground at Kannangndi. a village near the 9th mile on the 
road to Chettippatti, is specially noteworthy, it measures 4' 4" iu height 
inclusive of the pitam, while the image by itself measures 2' 8" hi height, 1 ' 4^ ' 
from shot!ider to shoulder and 2'1" from knee to knee. It is as usual iu the 
dhyam pose, sitting on a padvta pilam, and leaning on a cnahion. Two cJicuiri 
bearers Stand on either side, on yali-facid pitnms, sup^jortod by yaties- There arc 
two other dancing figures of deities holding lotuses in their hands on either side 
of the vnrtkkudai or triple-iimbrelia, which is placed high above the balo round 
the head of the Tirtankara. On either side of the mukkudai is a Eowing pattern 
of conventional foliage ami (Inwera. This ia the most beautiful Jain image so far 
found in the State. There is nothing to show which particular Tirtankara it is 
intended to represent. From the pose of the Egures standing by the aide of the 
Tirtankara (tribhunga), the Hhape of their ‘^kuranda mahitams' (hciul-dresses), 
their heavy *patra‘kitridata}tis* (Ear ornaments) and the Udara and Ktiii bandhas 
or belts that they wear, the image may approximately be dated as belonging to 
the lOtb century A. D. All these images have now been conserved. 

Ethnological section. — Blost of tho spectnieus in this section were re-arranged. 
The colleution of Tlialies and BoUwt were all regilded* 

Art and InJnstrial section. — Specimens of Bidri loork from Lucknow were 
purchased and exhibited. The exhibits of fabrics were ctocuied, re-arranged and 
provided with descriptive labels. 

Economic section .—A large number of vegetable products, chiefly medicinal, 
has been added to this seotion, and all the food*grains and pulses have been taken 
out and cleaned, and spoilt specimens of local varieties replaced. 
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Numismatic section.—‘Six silver coins of the Moghul emperors presented by 
the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society were the only additions 
to this section. 

There are probably many ancient coins of various periods in the possession 
of private persons in the State. Such persons would be rendering a valuable 
service to the cause of historical research if they were to present such coins to 
the Museum. 

Geological and Mineralogical section.—Except for a few samples of quartz 
there were no additions to this section. 

Natural History. Owing to the lack of suitable glass show-cases, the work 
in this section was practically conhned to the labelling of specimens, and to the 
replacement of damaged or inferior specimens- A few additions were made to the 
gallery of birds. One specimen was added to the mammalian gallery. Among 
the more important specimens collected for the gallery of birds, the following 
are worth noticing. 

(1) Short-toed Eagle (Circjetus gallicus). 

(2) The Palm Swift (Tachornis battasiensis battasiensis) with its curious 
little nest, composed of soft vegetable matter and feathers, which is cemented 
firmly to the underside of a toddy palm leaf between its ribs. Three small eggs 
were found in the nest. 

(3) The Indian White-breasted King-fisher (Halcyon smymensis fusca) 
with a clutch of pure glossy white eggs, five in number, secured from the side 
of a disused earth-well. 

Fishes and Reptiles. —There were no new additions to this section. The 
few that were collected this year were used to replace old or faded specimens. 

Insects. —14 insects representing various families of Diptera were collected 
and added to the gallery. 

The net cost of maintaining the Museum during the year was 
Rs. 5,092—5—10. Details are given in Appendix E. 

I was on tour for nearly 56 days, and visited Sittannavasal, Narthamalai, 
Uppiliakkudi, Thodaiyur, Kaliyapatti, Chettippatti, Kunnandarkoil, Kannanur,. 
Kodumbalur, Virakkudi, Chittur, Gudalur, Tiruppur, Viralur, Madathukoil, 
Sembattur, Thuthur, Melur, Mangudy, Thekkattur, Vellaviduthi, Puvalakkudi, 
and Minnathur and took photographs of all the monuments of archaeological 
interest at those places. Ground plans and elevations of several have been 
prepared, and submitted to the Darbar. The Taxidermist accompanied me to 
most of these places, I was on privilege leave for 15 days in July 1936 when 
M. R. Ry. L Gangadhar Rao, Veterinary Assistant, was in charge of the Museum. 

I have once more to thank the Darbar sincerely for their continued 
encouragement in my endeavours to improve the Museum, and for the interest 
that they have been uniformly evincing in my work. 

K. VENKATARANGAM RAJU, 

Curator. 
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it, Dis, 949S of 193S dated October Si, I93S, 



Administration Report—State Museum—Fasli 1347 . 


The Curator’s letter R. C No. 96/M. of 193S dated September 20, 193S. 

ORDER. 

1. Recorded. 

2. The number of visitors to theMaaeun) rose from 1,34,105 in fasli 1346 
to 1,35,092 in fasli 1347. 

3. One hundred and aevcnty-sii new exhibits were added during the foali 
These mcludo 63 Indo-Daniah coins. Six of these are lead coins, and seven silver 
Royalins. Both types ate very rare and valuable. 

4- The expenditure rose from Ra. 5,092 in fasli 1346 to Rs. 6,605 in fasli 
1347. 

5. Mr. K. Venkataranga Raju, Curator, devoted hiniaelf to hia work with 
hie usual ^eai and enthusiasm. 

6. Diatiuguiahed visitors who visited the Museum recorded appreciative 
remarks. 

(By order of the Darbar), 

R. NARAYANASWAin RAO, 

S uperintendent^ 
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Copy of Annual report of llte working of the State Museum, Pudukkottau 
dated August 20. 1938, from the Curator, Museunt, 
to the Pudukkottai Darbar. 


1 have the honour to submit the Aflmin Let ration Report on the working 
of the Piidiikhottai State Museum for the year lOST—38 (Faali 1347), 

The total number of visitors to the Mnsonm wa» 1,35,092 against 
1,34,105. in the previous year, 9,410 males and o48 fcmalea signed their 
names, i.e„ 7-04 per cent of the visitors were literates- The number of Gosha 
ladies admitted on Monday afternoons, which arc specially re&ervcd for them was 
065. 

The largest attendance recorded on a single day during the year was 
18,491, on the Tirugokamam ear festival day which fell on August S, 1037. 
The majority of the visitors were from the mofussil* 

The total number of days on which the Museum was open to visitors 
during the year was 268. The daily average attendance was 304/08. Details 
are given in Appendix A. 

The total number of ©xhihita in each section of the Muaeam on the la.st 
working day of the fasli is shown below* 



New 

additions. 

Total on the Ir!^ working day 
of tltfl faaili. 

Arch apology 

31 

G26 

Art &nd Icdostries 

I 

S3T 

Ethnology 

Nil. 

746 

Economic section 

s 

09li 

NtimiBrnstic fccticn 

97 

DOS 

Kstursl Htetery section 

10 

I34{i 

Entomological wetinn 

Nil. 

1,981 

Pictures 

Nil. 


liilirary 

34 

384 


ITC 

7,830 


Arthoidlogij ,—The objects secured for this section during the fasli are 
of considerable interest. They consist of pre-hjstorio pottery and iron weapons 
found in cairns czoavated in Kaliyapatti, Malayandipatti and Kalakkndipatti 
villages in Kolattur taluk. At all these sites there are large circles of laterite 
boulders varying from J8 to 23 feet in diameter. Inaide each circle is 
a subterranean cell formed of cut-stone slabs. The slabs project to a 
height of from 2 to 3 feet above the ground level. The cells are all 
exactly similar in shape, sbee and mode of construction to thoee described on 
page 2 of the Admimstration Report for Fasli 1344. Each cell is composed of a 
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rectangular chamber about 8 feet square and 7 feet in depth, with a smaller 
outer chamber attached to the eastern side of it, about 4 feet broad, 4 feet 
long and 3 feet deep. The larger chamber is divided into two partitions by a 
vertical stone slab placed across it east and west. All the finds of any 
importance were as usual found at a depth of from 4 to 5 feet below the 
ground level and only in the two partitions of the bigger chamber. They 
consisted chiefly of baked earthenware utensils of different shapes and sizes and 
iron weapons of different sorts. Most of them were broken. No traces of human 
bones were found. The weapons were all of iron and much corroded. Fourteen 
such burial sites were opened, seven in Kaliyapatti and seven in Kalakkudi- 
patti in Kolattur taluk, and 25 specimens of pottery and many iron weapons 
Trere secured. All these finds were carefully removed to the State Museum. 
Photographs were taken at various stages of the work and plans prepared 
wherever necessary. No further excavation could be made in the Jain mound 
in Chettipatti as the site was waterlogged. 

I was engaged during the year in the renovation of some of the old 
temples of archaeological importance in the State. During the first half of the 
Fasli I was deputed to renovate the Vijayalaya Choliswara temple and its 
subshrines on Melamalai in Narttamalai in Kolattur taluk. As already stated, 
it is a beautiful small lithic temple picturesquely situated on the eastern slope 
of Melamalai in Narttamalai. On its north, south and east sides are six little 
attendant shrines now in ruins. It is of much archaeological interest. Three 
sides of the main shrine were out of plumb, and some of the corbels were 
threatening to fall. There was a bad crack from top to bottom in the eastern 
wall. Two of the subshrines were threatening to fall. All these monuments 
were set right by the end of the first half of the fasli and the renovation of the 
Siva temple in Kaliyapatti was then taken up. This is one of the ten temples 
stated in my last report to have attracted attention during the course of the 
last fasli. It is a small but beautiful edifice built completely of well-dressed and 
close-fitting blocks of gneiss not set in mortar. It is visibly out of plumb. 
There appears to have been an enclosed ardhamandapam in front of it. Only the 
basement of this now remains. On plan the central shrine measures 9' 6" square. 
The walls are one foot and a half thick. They are adorned with pilasters with 
all the usual component parts, but there are no niches for statues. The section 
of the cornice is a simple convex curve. It is decorated with scroll-work and 
kudus. Above the cornice runs a frieze of yalis. The vimanam is plain and 
simple, resembling those of the Muvarkoil in Kodumbalur in its general shape 
and ornamentation, but is single-storeyed and consists of a foursided griva 
with a four-sided curvilinear sikhara above it. There is a niche in each of the 
four sides of the griva, but there is no idol in any of them Above the sikhara 
there are two rectangular Ratnapitam, and Kamalapitam. The finial is missing. 
The interior of the vimanam is, as usual in all temples of this type, hollow, 
broad at the base and tapering gradually towards the top where it is covered by 
a stone slab. On systematically excavating the plot round the structure, 
the basement of a boundary wall (prakaram) with a gateway in line with 
that of the main shrine, basements of seven small subshrines standing round 
the central shrine and attached to the boundary wall and a raised platform 
standing m front of the central shrine were exposed and most of the stones of 
their superstructures were also found. Three stone idols, Brahma, Vishnu and 
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Dakshinamurti, each measuring 2' in height and 1' 3" in breadth, and four stone 
bulls with their heads badly broken were also found. Only one of the three 
stone idols is intact. They exactly fit in into the niches of the griva of the 
vimanam on the top of the central shrine. They are evidently the idols that 
stood in them originally. They have now been fixed in their appropriate niches 
of the griva, and two of the three bulls have been placed on the comers of the top 
of the central shrine and one on the pedestal in front of the central shrine. 
In general architectural style and ornamentation this temple resembles in every 
way the temples at Enadi, Tiruppur and Panangudi. It can therefore be safely 
stated that it was built in the early part of the Chola period, i- e., in the 9th or 
early in the 10th century A. D. 

Amongst the sites of archaeological interest noticed in the course of the 
fasli a little mound situated in a palmyra tope lying to the south-west of 
Tiruvarudayar temple in Sembattur is important. Five stone pillars with 
bases in the form of a conventional lion, sitting erect on its haunches and 
carrying the shaft of the column on its head, stand on the eastern part of the 
mound. Each of them measures 5' 3" in height. The lion is 2' 2" high and 
measures 1' 9" across its front legs, and the shaft is 2'6" in height and J ' in 
diameter. Two of these are in half relief (chitrardha) and evidently formed 
pilasters, while the other three are in the round. Pillars of this type are found 
in many other places in the State, some lying loose and others incorporated in 
later buildings. These lions closely resemble those forming the lower part of 
some pillars in the later structural Pallava temples at Conjeevaram, but the 
elaborate bulbous capitals of the latter with their prominent abacus are not 
found here. Further excavations in some of the places where such pillars 
are now lying free may bring the missing parts to light, when it will be possible 
to fix their date definitely. In any case they may safely be stated to belong to 
the later Pallava period. 

On the mound is an upright stone slab 3’ in height, on which is carved the 
figure of a female Jain deity seated in the veerasana pose on a pedestal, under a 
tree. The deity has her right leg hanging down, with the foot resting on a lion, 
while the other knee is bent so that the left foot rests on the pedestal. 
Her left hand is resting on her thigh, while the right hand holds a lotus-bud. 
She wears a katibandJia round her loins, a udara bandha above the abdomen, a 
sacred thread {yagnopavita) across the chest, a hara round her neck, a kirita 
malcuta on her head and bracelets on her upper arms and wrists. Two small 
figures wearing kirita makuias on their heads stand one on each side. 
That on the right holds a flower in its right hand, while its left arm hangs down 
by its side with the hand resting on the hip. The figure standing on the left has 
its left arm in the same position as that of the figure on the right and its right 
hand rests on the pedestal of the seated figure. On the lower part of the slab 
a Tamil inscription is cut in which the figure is stated to be a yakchi. At the 
south-western corner of the mound there is a figure of a Jain Tirtankara 
under a tree sculptured in high relief. It is seated on a pedestal in the dhyana 
pose. Three lions are cut on the pedestal. There is the usual triple umbrella 
{mukkudai) over the head of the Tirtankara and it is flanked by chowri-bearers, one 
on each side. The figure represents Mahavira and measures 3' in height. It is 
evident that a Jain temple once stood here, and that it was built completely of 
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stone like the temples of the later Pallava style at Conjeevaram. Nothing 
can be stated definitely, however, until I have carefully explored the site which 
I hope to do next fasli. 

In Puttambur, a small village in Alangudi taluk, a large cut-stone 
idol was found on a mound overgrown with vegetation. It is a majestic Jain 
idol sculptured fully in the round. It is seated in the dhyana pose on a piiam 
composed of two stone slabs placed one above the other. The lower slab 
measures 4' 6" in length, 2' 6" in breadth and 4" in thickness and the upper 
3' 6" in length 1' 6" in breadth and 4" in thickness. The image is 3’ 10" in 
height, 3’ 6" from knee to knee and 2’ 3" from shoulder to shoulder. It is in 
a good state of preservation except that the features of the face are obliterated. 

Ethnology. —Much has been done in the way of re-arranging most of 
the specimens in the section. Among the additions to this section, two old 
bricks each measuring lOi" in length, 4J inches in breadth and 3 inches in 
thickness are important. They appear to have been used in the construction of 
a temple, the remains of which are still to be seen overgrown with vegetation 
close to the bund of the Puttambur-Periakulam tank in Puttambur village. 

Art and Industrial section. —A small rectangular Malabar box (“Nettur 
petti ” ) with a pyramid-shaped lid was the only specimen added to this section. 
It was presented by Mr. Konnanath Kunhirama Menon, M. L. C., Cheruthurthi, 
Cochin State. It is made of Jackwood {Artocarpus iutegrifolia) with beautiful 
brass mountings in repousse work and a brass lock. It measures 1 foot in 
length, 9i inches in breadth and 8 inches in height. 

Economic section. —This important section has been considerably improved. 
Seven new varieties of paddy were added this year. They are labelled so as to 
show their local names, the season best suited for their cultivation, the periods 
of their growth and the soils best suited for them. 

The only other specimens added this year are— 

1. A silk cloth prepared from plantain fibre. 

2. Tbatties prepared from khus-khus. 

Numismatics. —The number of coins added to this section this year was 
97. The most interesting of these are 63 Indo-Danish coins issued from the 
Tranquebar mint. 6 are lead coins struck for the Danish kings Christian IV 
and Christian V, and seven, silver coins (Royalins) struck for the Danish 
kings Frederick V and Christian VII. All the others are of copper. All 
are very rare. It is interesting to note that all these Danish coins bear on 
one side the initials or monogram of the reigning monarch, and on the other, 
the initials D. 0. C., standing for Dansk Cost Compagnie or Danish East 
Company, on the coins issued from 1620 to 1730 and D. A. C., standing for 
Dansk Asiatisk Compagnie, or Danish Asiatic Company, after 1730. The change 
is due to the fact that the Danish Company in the East, which included Guinea 
in South America in its sphere, was after 1730 restricted to Asia. 

Geology.—There were no new additions to this section. 
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Natural History siction. —I have once more to invite the Darbar’s 
-attention to the difficulty of exhibiting the specimens that I have collected, for 
want of suitable glass cases. As I stated in my last year’s report, I had to confine 
myself to replacing damaged inferior specimens. A few additions were however 
made to the gallery of birds. Amongst these the following may be 
mentioned:— 

(1) The Tufted Pochard {Nyroca fuligula fuligtUa) which is rather 

rare here. This is only the second time that I have been able to 
secure it. 

(2) The Eastern Large Egret {Egretta alba modesta). 

(3) The Indian Smaller Egret {Egretta intermedia intermedia). 

Fishes and Reptiles- —Many of the old specimens were cleaned and 
remounted, and a few of the spirit specimens were examined and transferred to 
bottles of fresh spirit. There were no additions to this section. 

Entomology —Thirteen specimens of insects, chiefly Coleoptera (beetles) 
were added to the gallery. Many old and imperfect specimens were removed 
and replaced by better ones. 

During the year I was on privilege leave for 15 days from 10—8—37 when 
M. R. Ry. L- Gangadhara Row, Veterinary Assistant, was in charge of the 
institution. 

Tho Government grant for the upkeep of the institution during the year 
was Rs. 5,510 and the actual expenditure Rs. 5,604—2—9. Details are given 
in Appendix E. 

I was on tour for nearly 60 days in the first half of the fasli and visited 
among other places Narttamalai, Kodumbalur, Sembattur, Puttambur, 
Tennangudi, Mangudi, Madathukoil, Kaliyapatti, Varappur, Gudalur, Panangudi, 
Viralur, and Kannanur. The renovation of the Vijayalaya Choliswara temple and 
two of the subshrines on Melamalai in Narttamalai was completed, and photos of 
some important monuments of archaeological interest were taken in other places. 
In the latter half of the fasli I was on tour for 79 days, engaged both in the 
renovation of the ruined Siva temple in Kaliyapatti and in the excavation of 
pre-historic burial sites in the same village. Fourteen burial sites were opened 
in the village and neighbourhood, and many specimens of archaeological importance 
were collected and taken to the Museum. I was also permitted by the Darbar 
to visit Mahabalipuram and Conjeevaram to study the monuments of 
archaeological interest there. At Mahabalipuram I camped from 25—6—37 to 
7—7—37 and spent my time in carefully studying the splendid monolithic 
temples of the Pallava period there. I took photographs of most of these. At 
Conjeevaram my stay was short extending from 16 — 5—38 to 21 5 38. 1 was 

engaged in studying the lion pillars in the structural temples of the Pallava 
period and taking photos of them. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Statement showing the number of visitors to the Musetm for fasli 1347 . 


Months. 

Total number 
of Literate 
persons. 

Total 1 
of nii 
pers 

lumber 

terate 

1 ^ 

l.| i Euro 
, M 1 peons. 

1 •S 1 

Students with 
their Teachers. 

;ons. 

Boys’ 

school. 

1 Girk’ 

* school. 

Males. 

s 

'S 

a 

Males. 

Females. 

Pardanas 

Gentle¬ 

men. 

CD 

O 

• i 

'1 

II 

Boys. 

e 

o 

M 

1 

CD 

July 19H7... 

978 

60 

1* 6541 

6034 

85 ... 

! 

• • • 

2 

18 



August „ ... 

766 

62 

,•5200) 

•siool 

56 1 1 

• •• 

2 

28 

• •• 

1 



1 

4538) 

4825 J 

i 1 






September „ ... 

842 

62 

, 4014 

4850 

1 60 , ... 

• • • 

4 

119 

• • • 


October „ ... 

984 

41 

' 3320 

8670 

29 i 1 






November „ ... 

685 

28 

1 4063 

4866 

I 24 1 1 


2 

18 

1 ••• 

1 • • • 


December „ ... 

729 

24 

i 4604 

4971 

1 49 ... 

... 

.3 

28 


16 

January 1938... 

511 

6 

3484 

3706 

47 , 1 

1 

8 

56 ' 



February „ ... 

518 

16 

8977 

4292 

' 44 , 2 

• •• 

• •• 

1 



March „ ... 

703 

67 

5482 

5879 

i 31 ... 


• • • 




April „ ... 

801 

82 

4092 

4267 

i 62 , ... 

... 

• • • 




May „ ... 

926 

67 ; 

150851 t20001 

99 1 ... 


• • • 

... 1 






44331 

48461 

1 



1 



June ,, ... 

1028 

83 j 

5151 

6888 

79 ... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 


9416 

548 

62934 

62194 

665 1 6 

... 

■M 

267 

...1 

17 


Grand 

Total. 


Remarks. 



■i . 

12608 

0 00 
to eo 

18491 

< "1 


r. 

9268 

i ^ 

8015 

1 i 

9092 

.. .4^ 

10828 

! "3 S 

> 1 

7707 

-.5 1 

8803 

.2 

12181 

> 

9242 


17307 

E fe 


e .2 

12100 



.S'** .-e 

185092 

^5 In 
< O 
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- APPENDIX B. 


Specimens purchased by the department during Fasli 1347 . 


Serial 

No. 

Name of the articles. 

i 

Quantity. 

Bemarks. 

1 

Copper coins of Mysore and East India ... 

82 


2 

Half Gopura Pagoda ... ... ... 

1 


8 

Indo-Danish coins 

1 68 


4 

Plantain fibre silk 

1 


5 

Thatty made of Khus-Khus ... 

2 


6 

Copper coin ... ... ... [[[ 

1 


7 

Elements of South Indian—Palsec^raphy by A. C. Burnell 

1 


8 

Journal of B. N. N.—Society VoL XXXIX No 4. ... 

1 


9 

The Fauna of British India—Oligochaeta by J. Stephenson 

1 


10 

11 

The Fauna of British India—Hymenoptera VoL III (Ichneomonidse 
1—Ichneumones Deltoidei) by Claude Morley. 

The Fauna of British India—Dermaptera (Earwigs) 

... Malcolm Burr. 

1 


12 

The Fauna of British India—Orchoptera (Acridiid'se) by 

W. F. Kirby. 

1 


18 

The Fauna of British India—Freshwater, sponges, Hydroids and 
Polyzoa by N. Amandale. 

1 


14 

The Fauna of British India—^Hirudinea bv W. A. Harding and 
Prof. Percy Moore. 

1 1 


15 

The Fauna of British India—Mollusca II (Trochomorphidae— 

. Janellid®) by G. K. Gude. 

1 


16 j 

1 

The Fauna of British India—Mollusca III Land operculates 
(Cyclophoridas. Truncatellidae, Assimineidae, Holicinidae) b\* 
G. K. Gude. 

1 


17 ! 

i 

The Fauna of British India—Mollusca (Freshwater Gastropoda 
and Pelecypoda) by H. B. Preston. 

1 
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APPENDIX E-c&nt 


Specim.au the dfpartntnt during Foiii 134 ? —oonl- 


Suial 

No. 

NAme of tbo ftrtioloa. 

QuoUt] 

^ Bemarks. 

IS 

Tbo Fatlot of Britisli tndifl—IMpten Dtiiobyconi Yol. I 

by E. Brqratt) 

1 

j 


Xbo IffttltlA oi Brttkli liidiji—Dipterft Yol. m (Pipamnili^A 
f Co&opid», X>OH^ld») by IL BrunolfeL. 

rTbo of British Xndib—DiptiorH Kotoatooof& (o^cindin^ 

1 Ohlrotiocnidm and Cnlioidic} by E. Bruootti. 

1 ^ 


go 

! 1 

' 

SI 

:Th« Fauna of British Indio—Rbynohf^s VoL IV (Hoznopten b 
1 W. L, Distant—Port L 

1 


82 

Tbti Fauna of British India—Bhynobota Vol. IV (Homoptom and 
Apiiondix (P»} b; \\\ L. Distant—IWt O. 

1 


33 

Th« Fauna of JlrHlsh India—Bbynohobi VoL V (Boteropton 
Appondbc) b W, !«. Distant. 

I 


84 

The F^mta of BtJtiab India — Bbyaebota Voi VI (Uoiiioptora 
Appendix) by W. L. Distant. 

1 


£fl 

TliO Ffttma of British India—Rbyoobota—VoL Vll (Hoinoptera 
Appondii: Hc’^oropton: iddmdaj by W, L. DisUoi 

1 


9fi 

4 

Tbo Eznina of British ladii—Birds—YoL H (Sooond edition) by 
B. C. Riuart Bnkur. 

1 


87 

iTho Fauns of Britbib Iddia—Birds Vof. Ill (Second edition} by 

1 E. C, Stuart Baker. 

iTbe Fauna of Britiuh IndLa—BLrdti Yol. IV (Second edition) by 

1 E* 01 Stuart Baker, 

t 


88 j 

1 1 


29 jThft Fftum of Briti*b India—^Birdii VoL Y (Soooad odition) by 
R 0. Stiurt Baker. 

1 


80 

The Faoiut of British India—Birde YqL Y1 (Second acilion) by 
E. G. Stnart Baker. 

1 


81 

The Fauna of Brithth India—BinLi VoL VII (Second edition) by 
E. 0. Stuart Baker. 

1 


83 

The Fauna of British India—Birds Yol- VIU (Second editioa) by 
E. C. Sbiart Bakor, 

1 


S3 

The FaDiui of Britiah India — Colcopfcotm (LameUioomia Part 1} 
OeboninA inri DynastiMe) by G. J* Arrow. 

1 


31 

The Fauna of Bririsb India — ^looptera—LaonclUeoniia Part II) 

I 


».■> ' 

(Butelinfo — De^sinoiwrina] and EnchiiiBiD) by G* Jp Arrow. 

Eha Fauna of British India — OolDoptara — Glavioomia (ErohylidteJ 
LatiKurid® and EndomyidiMBi) by G. ie Arrow, | 

I 


SS 1 

Cho Fauna of British India — Cul^ptero — General introdnotion 
and OloindeUdn and Buaaaidffl) by W* W* Fowler. 

I 


87 ■] 

Pho Fauna of BritHih India—Oqbopteta — ChfyflOfneHd® 
and Cossidtnai) by 8. Bialik. 

) i 


88 ^ 

Cbe Fauna of Dritiab India — Colooptora — CbrysomelidH 

(ChryaomaliiiifiB and Holtioiofe) by 8r ^faJtk. 

1 

1 


89 

Che Ettuoa of British IndU^-ColtJoptera—Ehynobopbom ; 

CurcmlioiiidBi Bart I by Guy Ah MarahalL 

1 ' 


40 1 

annul ol B. K. H. Sooiflty VoL XL No. 1. 

1 
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APPENDIX C. 

SftcimtKM eoUtcUd by iho fhpUftmat ifuring faOi 13*?^ 


No. 


Nunoft. 


Sitoiui jvn idob lehowtio-bcorora) 
litm mui|iiisfl 


Bind pottoriev 


4 IndlfeR lustfal (FftleotiiiiinncQloi. totOnttnctiui] 
i Tho CoylOO shikta (Astor badlorasl^ 

0 , Tbo ihorl'tioed Eagla (Girentmi galUaus} 

7 I laJbn Sriwlbr Bfrot intflmedi«'iiilBiii«dla> 

8 The Eostoro Large Egret (iilgrBlJtH ilba tflodo»ttt) 

' The IiiJiaJi Littia Greha ft^hsepe rcfiootHaaHripiiiiofil 


J . 

‘QtUkatity. B«mi»ks 


4'mm 


2 

4* 


..J 1^1 


*.n 

J 

H«i^ 


I 

1 

1 

I 

J 

I 


*Tbm^ wampqvu vtn 
^!<^lAet«d ^tiring Ibi 
^ rxmwmtm coaihuitd 
I bi lljfllAtmiltiikkidii 
j^MX N^rUatoiliiL 
XElmr pvUtriM irtfii 
i MvU^Ug dunnK Uu 
»cftvftticu Aoaaiiekd 
m uid 

Kalhlkvillpalti UMr 


APPENDIX D. 


Nq, 

rijimii at the artiolas. 

CT 

Namo of Ekkdor, 

1 

A goidc for viAitOTH tor TniVlllieOire StatJ 

! 

j B. V* Fo^luTfll Esq.* B>p, OSIoer io 


MtSSOUiXii 1?rWBi]driim 

J 

' ohorgOiL Govormwnt Miiatrmmk 

1 Trivajulrtuu. 


Uftiabdc boi 

_ 1 

■ ! 

1 

1 KooTianttli fionldmiiiKMiRiofi 
! M. fj, C* OYtoratboiUilt Cochin 
Stj&ta. 

3 

Jah} idol ataib of Stoatlto 

1 

Darhar^ Podakkottat 

4 1 

StAttdiDi^ Ordfit^ of Lho PuJukkatlai Darbar VoF iJ 
j (Chiptara 1 to SiV) 

1 

1 

Ife. 

1 

Tto AdDiiDiatration Soport ot PtiJiiklc0ltiii Scaio for 
inMXUG 

1 

1 

Do. 

fl i 

1 Vlamkj^ma KiBnipliHi of Indian Arohiloetura; 
SculpturCp Famtlnge Hkndicnfl hj /tsaodii 

CcomAttifi^'aruv 

1 

M. JL By* K. Vcnkatarxiigaui Haju, 
CuratoT. 


APPENDIX E. 


No. 


I 

11 

tn 


IV 


lljBrn-a 

Builgct 

Antnal 


imnt. 

expftnditEire. 


A* ^baMishDi^nt 
B- Tnvtiltlug ftJlowAnce 

G. Su^fiei and SirvMa :■— 

(Jj Cofll qf 


(SJ Othfu itama 
D. Gontin^noiefi 


20-9—38. 


Total 



BO. 

A- 


ns. 

:daP. 

**w 

r> 

; a 

ff 

J VI- 

&00 

u 

(1 

48!l 

14 1 

*Vl' 

1 

gio 

1 

0 

0 

3t8 

a u'l 

...1 

1 — 

*l» 

'aaa 

\ 


..J 

J 

1 -lO, 

0 

0 

'M 

3 3j 
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"1 

nsfoj 

0 

0, 

i 


!> h\ 

..J 

wiol 

0 

0 

:>G04' 

2 


BciuArkfl. 


K, venkatarangam raju. 

Curator. 


StI Braiidimb# Suto Praw, Pudnkkattai, 4Cw*ia-i-flg. 
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PUDUKKOTTAI STATE 


REPORT 

ON 

THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF 

THE STATE MUSEUM 

FOR 


FASLI 1348 (1938-1939) - 











ii^r- 





R. Dis. 8560 of 39, dated November IS, 1939. 


Administration Report—State Museum—Fasli 1348. 


The Museum Cuiutor’s letter R. C. No. 101/M, of 1939 dated May 9,1939. 


1. Recorded. 


2. The number of visitors to the Museum rose from 1,35,092 in fasli 1347 
to 1,36,162 in fasli 1348. 

3. 390 new exhibits were added during the fasli. They include one Roman 
coin and ten punch-marked coins presented by the Director of Industries, 


Nagpur. 


4. The expenditure on the department in the fasli was Rs. 5,386 against 
Rs. 5,605 in the preceding fasli. 

5. M. R. Ry. K. Venkatarangam Raju worked as Curator till June 18, 1939, 
when he went on leave preparatory to retirement. His work was satisfactory. 
He has been succeeded by M. R. Ry. K. R. Srinivasa Aiyar who has undergone 
special training in the Madras Museum. 


16-11-39. 


A. TOTTENHAM, 

Administrator. 
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Ffom ‘ , 

. K. R. Srinivasa Aiyar, M. a.. 

Acting Cunitor, 

State Mtisenm^ 
FiuiukUotiiii. 


To 

THE DARBAR. 

Pvdukkoitai, 


Sir, iT 


tilATalf IlSEbi!. • 
l^udukko^lai. 


Subject—Pudukkottei State Maeentti—Admicistratloii Bepdrt_ 

Sulnziiselon of. 

I have the honour to submit the Adminititmtion report uf the State 
Museum for the Fagli l4t43 (1038-391. 

The number of visitors to the Museuiii was on the increase, being 1,35,102 
in the faali under report against 1,35,002 in the previous £asH, 10,300 male and 
5il8 female visitors, i,e,, 8'OS per cent were literate and Hignod their natuea. 
The number of purdah ladiee who visited the Museum on Monday Afternoons, 
Apeoial days reserved for them, wag 008. 


The Chittrai car festival day which fell on 1st May, iO30, forded 
7,943 visitora, the highest number for any single day, the next lijgheat numbojr 
being 6,215 on the A^ippdtam car festival day on 20th July, 1938. The majority 
of viaitora on both these days were villagers fnnn all over the State and cvbn 
from outside it. 


The MusDum was kept open to visitore for 207 days during the year and 

the doily average woe 500*14. 

/ 

The following statement shows the total number of exhibits as they 
stood on the last working day of the faali* 


SeoLbm 

New 

sHditiout. 

Tetd. 

ArobiBoloe}^ 

90 

710 

An litid Indtutxiea 

33 

STO 

JwDomm Section 

Nil 

9»S 

Blbnotogy 

... NIL 

7Mi 

Geology 

379 

r,:to 

Libndiry 

S» 

m 

NatufEil 

] 

t.84« 

Nttiuiamihlticsi 

11 

910 

PlDtllTlX ..,4 

... St 

49 


090 

n,770 


Archa^otogff ,—The excavation of the prehistoric burial at Tirupptir in 
Virakkudi vattam of the Kolattur Taluk, was taken up during the year, and 
tho objects secured as a result of the excavation ore of considerable interest. 
More interesting) information about the method of burials was also gathered 
in the course of the excavation. 
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The Bite ^excavateri coTcru more iii&u 200 acrest and extends to the north 
and east of the Siva temple of the early C6la type of arohiteeture eituatcd on 
the outHhirts of the village. The entire ground ia rough and gravelly with 
broken piecee of pottery lying about on the surface- A number of plocca are 
marked off by big latorite boulders arranged in eiietes varying from 10 to 20 feet 
in dlaoieter- Inside the larger eirelea cut goeiee slabs were seen projceting 
above the ground to e height uf 2 to 3 feet. These were found on excavation to 
signify the presence of cisfe burials, while inside the other circles which did not 
have these projecting stone slabsr a single stone was found Elat and embedded in 
the ground and covering urn burials. The total number of both felicsc classes of 
burials on the site may he «’ell over 200. Of these, ) 7 sites containing cisrs and 
7 containing urns were opened by ilr- Vonkataranganv Rajii. The cists were 
found to he exsiiLly similar in shape and in the mode of construction to those 
excavated at Knliyappattl, MsiHiyadippaiti and KalakkudippaUi >« fasli 1347 
(1P37—33) and Hittannavui^] and four other places in fasli 1344 (1934-35). 
A oist of the type found here is a rectangular chamber formed of out gneiss slabs 
about 8'^ thick forming the walls and tlic Jloor about 8 feet square and 7 feet 
deep. There is a small square outer ohnmber attached to the upper portion of 
tlic southern half of the eastern side, measurlug 4 feet square and 3 f©ot deep. 
The main oist is divided into two parts by a vertical stone slab placed across it 
east to west aud pierced in its middle with two holes, each large enough for a 
man to crawl through, liored one above the other. It is to the outside of the 
southern portion of the main oist that tlie small cuter chamber meultoiied above 
is attached aud a hole pierced in the wall separating the outer small ehaiuber 
from the southern partition gives access to that portion. The northern partition 
of the main cist is divided hurizontalty into *'Wo ahelves, by a stone slab 
supported on two upright side slabs at the ends. The two holes in the vortical 
partition slab give access to Uiese two shelves separately from tJie larger 
southern chamber. The holes in the partition slab of tbc main oist and in the 
tilab sejurrating the smaller eastern chamber from the main cist Wore closed by 
thin stone slabs and earth. 


As usual all the chambers were covered with earth, broken stone® and 
boulders to a depth of about 3 feet from the ground level and with sand mixed 
with lime further below. Fifids of any importance were found at a depth of 4 to 
5 feet below the ground level and only In the partitions of the main cist. In the 
lower shelf of the northern partition two pots were usually found placed away 
from the hole and too big to be passed through it. These pots from the different 
cista were approximately of the same dimensions- In the upper shelf of the 
same partition were found a few smalt eartheuware oups and saucers and one or 
two small dagger-like iron weapons. It wa.<i in the southern partition of the 
main cist that pottery of dtfforent shapes and size® sometimes exceeding 10 in 
number, were found- They were all thin, well made and polished of black, red 
or black and red colour- Along with these a number of iron weapons, much 
corroded and rusty, were found, the larger ones among them placed on the floor 
aud the smaller ones in the cupa, all inserted point downwards. The pottery 
and v\ capons were all caked with mud| and in some caac.s the pots were covered 
with llino. All thcao pottery and implements were placed along the edges close 
to the side walls. No bones were met with in any of these cists. 
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Five j^ites cciituiniug buried urns were excavated, fn each of them a 
thick heavy stone slab lueajiuring about (J feet st^uare and placed flat* was 
embedded below the ground level- On removing thU and digging to a depth of 
one foot the rtm of the irriii covered over by eu inverted conical vesaeli was mot 
with- By careful excavation a big pyriform urn witli a tliick round beaded rim 
at the mouth was disclosed. None ui these urns could be taken out whole 
OS they were all broken and i ho ptccos lictd together by itic caked mud 
inside On removing Lhv broken lid. the whole um was found to be filled with mnd, 
gravel and stones to a depth of about two feet and objects of any importance were 
found only below this layer amidst a mixture of sand and lime The objects 
inside the urn wore all baked carthenu'Aro pottery of different shapes and si^es, 
most of Ihem broken. Iron weapons too appear to have been placed inside them, 
and these woie much corroded and in pieces. In one of the live burials^ were 
two urns side by side and separated from each other bj about a foot. 
Both the urns wi^re marked off at groutid surface by a single circle of lalerite 
boulders 10 feet in diameter, and there waf^ only one stone slab common to both 
of Ibem measuring seven feet square and tou iuches thick. iSuoh twin burials 
arc rather unuauait the oidy other instance no far known, waa found in the 
Pulvayal site excavated in 1017, where the urns coutained entire human skeletons 
disposed in a squatting posture holding short bladcd swords in one arm while the 
other wau reaiing on the thigh. In all caues the urns were of the usual type 
measuring about 3' 4" in height and 5'4" round their broadest part. They were 
devoid oi any ornamental work and were all tbiok. From one of these twin urns 
were recovered Ibreo small varlhetiwaru cu(ia, a small iron weapon and a few 
fragments of probably the long bones of a skeleton- 

Ak a result of the excavation of both these types of burial sites pottery 
of different abapes and sizes numbering nearly LUO in all were acquired. Among 
the much corroded lion objects,a bowl 10'' in diameter was traced but this could 
not be recovered as it crumbled at the mere touch, 


In the courao of the year another very interesting site was noticed by the 
state Arelneologist in TayiuippaUi village in Kojattiir Taluk. The site on 
inspection waa found to contain both um and eist burials and is situated on the 
right Hank of the Tayinikkiilum It is iatcrestlng to note that these are referred 
to in an inscription of the 1.3th centory A D. as * houses of the monkey hordes 
And they arc now known os Kuranguppattarai (workshop of monkeys). 
The above iusoription which mentions the dolmens situated within the boundaries 
of a sijecified land, shows how as early os in the 13th century people had already 
grown ignorant of the custom of the disposal of the dead in urns and cists and 
thus attests to the great antiquity of this custom in Bouth India- There seem 
to be a large number of nicgaUthic bunals disposed in four groups of about 
^ acres each. Another iuterestiug feature about tliis group of stone cists is the 
location of the small outer chamber on the western side of the main cist, while 
ill all cases hitherto noticed these chambers were all on the eastern side. 
The Dorbar have ordered the excavation of a few of these unusual cists, and one 
or two urns, 't'he trial excavation bi thia site coiUd not be taken up during the 
fasil. Um burials have also been notioed in another place in the same taluk at 
MaagattevanpaUi near JVldsakudi village. 

? 
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Among the old temples of archaeological importance conserved and ordered 
to be repaired, the Colisvara Udaiyar temple at Tiruppur was taken up and 
repaired side by side with the excavation of the burial sites mentioned above. 
The temple resembles the other early Cola temples at Kaliyapatti, Visalur, 
£nadi and other places. It stands on the north-western comer of the village on 
the bund of the urani. It is a small compact structure built of well dressed and 
close fitting gneiss blocks and is composed of a sanctum (garbhagrham) and an 
antechamber (ardhamandapam) in front and the entrance is on the east. On 
plan the sanctum measures 8 feet square and the walls are 1 foot 9 inches in 
thickness. The walls above the basement and moulding are adorned with series 
of four-cornered pilasters each surmounted by a kaladam, kumbham, pndmam 
and palagai (abacus) all adorned by simple ornamentation. The corbels above 
them are of the plain and angular tpye. There are no figure niches (devagosthaa) 
in the walls. The cornice running above the walls is thick and is a simple 
convex curve in section. It is decorated with kudus crowned with trifoliated 
pieces of carved stone throughout its length. There is no frieze of bhtUaganas 
beneath it, but instead a plain beaded moulding is found. The cupola over the 
shrine is incomplete and the missing parts could not be traced in the neighbour¬ 
hood. Its grivam is four-sided and the sikharam above it also four-sided and 
curvilinear with a kudu on each face placed just above the small niche on that 
side of the grivam below. All parts above this are missing. From a comparison 
with the structure of the Kaliyappatti temple which, it exactly resembles in 
architecture and size, the tops of these kiidue may be said to have had simha- 
mukhas (lion faces; and there must have been a four-sided stiipi (finial) on top of the 
sikharam. There is a figure of Brahma in the northern niche of the grivam. In 
two of the three niches which were empty, the two idols discovered while digging 
round the temple have now' been placed. They are Vi§nu which is now placed 
on the west and Daksinamurti on the south. Three stone figures of nandi were 
found, two of them broken. These belong to the four top corners of the 
vimdnam. There is an Amman shrine constructed of cut laterite blocks standing 
on the north of the main shrine. No other subshrines or boundary walls w'ere 
found. The temple from its architectural merits may be said to belong to the 
close of the 9th century and the beginning of the 10th century A. D. 


The stones of the walls w'ere refitted, the area round the temple was dug 
and levelled with a slope to take off storm water, the missing stones and idols 
traced and placed in proper position and vegetation cleared. An image of Venu- 
gopala mdrti found on the site but not belonging to the temple was mounted 
separately on a pedestal. 


The repairs to the Muccukundesvara temple, another early Cola temple at 
Kodumbalur, was taken up and completed. This is also built completely of 
stone from the basement to the finial. It resembles the Tirukkattalai Siva 
temple on many points From its architectural style and from epigraphical 
evidence this may be said to belong to the time of Aditya C61a in, the middle of 
the 9th century A. D. The main shrine consists of the vinudnam having the 
sanctum below, and an ardhamatidapam in front, and faces east. There are four 
small subshrines round it standing close to the enclosure wall, and facing the 
main shrine. The closed mahdmandapam in front of the arahamandapam^ the 
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Amman shrine on its north and the small shrine on the left of the main shrine 
are all later structures* Externally the sanctum is 13 feet square and internally 
6 feet 9 inches square The walls are adorned with four cornered pilasters with 
kalasam, kutnbkam, padtnam and palayai on top; these parts are adorned with 
simple ornaments. The corbels above them are decorated with a roll-moulding 
with a median band of the Pal lava type, with this exception, namely, that instead 
of a roll at the lower edge of the curved part of the corbel, there is a hollow 
moulding. There are figure-niches (devagh6§tam) on the walls with pilasters on 
either side and liruvdci-Mke arches above which are makharatdranaa, as in Pallava 
structures. The cornice running above is thick and single-arched and ornamented 
at intervals with kudus having trifoliated pieces over them and covered with 
fine scroll work. The brim of the cornice is decorated throughout by lotus 
petals. There is frieze of bhiUaganas above the cornice and over it a frieze of 
vydlavariy from the corners of which two makhara heads jut out at right angles. 
The cupola over the garbhagrham resembles that of the Tirukkattali temple in 
every detail. It is three storeyed. The sikharam on top is curvilinear and 
four-sided, as are the grimm below and sttipi (finial) above. There are many 
images in the makdmandapam, not belonging to the main shrine, the most 
important of which is a prismatic lingam of the Pallava type. The temple 
seems to have been repaired in the later part of the 13th century when the 
mahd-mandapam w'as built and some of the missing idols replaced in their 
proper positions. The stones which were out of place have now been refitted 
and the vegetation removed. The portions of the basement covered by 
earth were exposed and this has brought to light a few early Cola inscriptions 
on the moulded basement. Impressions of these have not yet been taken and 
deciphered. 

While on a visit to Kijattanaiyam, I chanced to discover that the architec¬ 
tural features of the Siva temple there were of the early Cola type belonging to 
the later part of the 10th centurj'. In all essentials the main shrine and ardha- 
mandapam resemble the early Cola temples at Kaliyappatti and Tiruppur, but 
the walls of the garbhugrham have figure niches, of which the south 
contains Daksinamiirti, the west Vispu and the north is empty. The 
shrine measures about 13 feet square externally. The corbels on the top of the 
pilaster are of the bevel and tenon-type. There are no images in the niches on 
the four sides of the square grivam. All parts above the four-sided curvilinear 
Sikbarato. seem to have been renovated in stucco at a later period, for the 
ratnapitham and kamalapitham which are usually placed below the finial are 
absent, and a crude structure is found in its place and the finial is circular in 
section, while the original must have been four-sided in agreement with the four¬ 
sided dikharam and grivam. The bulls on the four top corners of the vimdnam 
remain in their places but their faces are broken. There are three subshrines to 
the rear of the temple and one on its north-eastern side in front. The first two 
are dedicated to Ganesa and Subrahroanya. The third subshrine is in ruins and 
the figure of Jy^ta belonging to it is found outside. That on the north-east is 
dedicated to Bhairava. In front of the ardbamandapam is a mahdmandapam 
with a portico, in front. To the north of the mahdmandapam is the Amman 
shrine of a later period. There is a dvdrapdlaka of the Pallava type standing 
outside and it does not seem to belong to this temple. On my reporting about 
this temple the Darbar declared it a protected monument. 
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fixcavation was made on a site a few furlongs to the south of the 
Mdvarkovil at Kodumbalur. The basements of the gaibhagrham and 
ardhamandapain of a ruined Siva temple were discovered. A number of stone idols, 
some of them complete, were recovered. The most interesting of these finds is a 
group of Tripurantakamurti, Tirupurasundari and Tirupura demons The first 
two and two of the demons are unbroken- The principal images of Siva standing 
holding a bow in one of his hands and Parvati also standing are exquisite and rare 
pieces of Cola art. They are both well preserved. The Darbar have ordered 
the site to be conserved and the unbroken idols removed to the Museum. 

The remains of a Jain stone temple were noticed at Mangattevampatti near 
Mosakudi village in Kojattur Taluk. The shrine appears to have faced east and 
the central chamber measuring 12 feet square seems to have been enclosed by a 
prdkaram built of rubble stone 134 feet in length, 100 feet in breadth and 3 feet 
in thickness- Two of the big Jain idols were removed to the Museum 20 years 
back from this site which was then covered with vegetation A Jain image 
broken into two, measuring 5' 1" in height and I'J" in width cut in half relief, 
nude and standing on a pedestal with arms hanging dow’n is interesting. A halo 
is cut round its head with flames and above it is a triple umbrella This is 
probably Adinatha. A yaksini seated on a pedestal in the virdsana pose on a 
lion throne was also found. Its right leg is hanging down with the foot resting on 
a cushion and the left is bent on the pedestal. The left hand is resting on the 
thigh, and the right holds a flower. The head is adorned by a kiTiiamakuta, 
and the arms are adorned with bracelets; the hip is adorned with a katibhanda 
the waist with an 'udo/toblKtudu and there is an ydgHdpcivitaTn across the body. 
There are three standing figures cut on the lower part below the pUham, two of 
them male wearing karandamakhutas, and the third a female wearing her hair in 
a dhammillam. These three figures are evidently devotees. The site has been 
conserved and excavation will be taken up in due course. 

Towards the end of the fasli a rubble basement was constructed for the 
Jain image discovered in Virakkudi village in 1937. The Jain image on 
Sadaiyappa|*ai, in Tirugokarnam, the site of a brick temple and an inscription of 
the Pandya times referring to the .Tain shrine there were declared protected 
monuments by the Darbar. The Curator visited the site of the Jain image in 
Alahgndippatti and submitted a report to the Darbar. The ima.gr> ja seated in 
the siddhdsana pose under a triple umbrella with attendant chowrie bearers on 
either side. The image has also been declared a protected monument. The 
other objects of Archaeological importance noticed during the year and conserved 
are the images of a hunter and Jye^tadevi found in two different sites near 
Mullaiyur village in Kolattur Taluk. The figure of the hunter is a standing 
one cut in bas relief on a slab. It is 3 feet high holding a bow in the left hand 
and an arrow in the right. The right leg is straight and the left slightly bent at 
the knee. He wears a sort of breeches and has a dagger stuck through his belt. 
There are palrakundalas in the ears, a coronet on the head and a prabha (halo) 
round it. This image has not yet been identified. 

Arl and Industries:—Among the new exhibits added to this section are 
horn figures of the ten avatars of Mahavisnu and of animals such as tigers, 
the crane and the Indian Hoopoe. They are all of Travancore workmanship. 
19 old seals were presented by the Dewan Peishkar’s Office. 
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Rcotivutic Scclioti 1 -Tb(f old of this s^iiion wbioh wote us^l^ss 

were reniDTcd at the end of thtt faali aud arrangejtiojits are being made for 
renewing the exhibits in thiu ueetiou. 

Ethnotogij : — No new additions were made to this section. 

/.iWrv;—The library was cousidemhly added to this year. The new 
books were mostly pnrohaa<fd and a few presented. The Geology section which 
was hitherto poor has now 29 hooks on various branches of the subject, all of 
thorn purchased from Mr. Swami Rao, a local Goologiat. Among the additions to 
the Botanical section is Beddoine's Perns of South India, One new book has 
been added to the Aiithropoloey section. Books on Arelueotogy and Art, have 
been presented by Sir Ale.xander Tottenham and the Director of Archaeology. 
Travancore These arc noted in Appendix D, The Journals added to the 
library arc the Journals of the Bombay Natural History Society and the Mythic 
Society', Bangalore. 


Natural 11 islonj Bohit»rc«' Seefion;—No now exliibitB wore added to 
this section 

(2) Gealogical .Veoftont—The entire private coltectiou of Mr. Swami 
Rau, M. a,. (Geolugist, Budtikkuttai) was purchased during the fasJi. They consist 
of specimens of minerals, rocks, fossils ami prepared sections of dllferent rocks 
all well labtdled and d<^cribed. This collection is a valuable acquisition to the 
Museum atiri will help in the comparative study and identification of local 
collections. 

(3) Zmlogiml JSeciion ,Only one e.xhibit was added to the Mammals 
gallery of this section. It is a specimen of the common Otter (Butrea sp.| from 
Vadakadu on the eastern part of the State. Its companion is said to have 
escaped. It is interesting to note that Otters are observed in the State, as these 
carnivores commonly inhabit rivers and tanks having large fish and crabs and 
marshes. They also occur in the tidal backwaters and ocortsioualJy enter the 
flea. They have been noticed in Madras, Travancore, Pundioheriy and Kodaik- 
kaual. They are known to go up the hills to above 9,000 ft. Considering the 
fact that there are no rivers or tanks with water in them throughout the year, 
much less marshes, this find is intcFesting, They are known to migrate along 
sandy tracts away from rivers and marshes and it is probable that they strayed 
into M^ttiir oaual and reached the eastern parts of the State. These animals arc 
said to be common throughout India, TJieir presence is easily recognised by tbeii* 
peculiar web-footed marks on the aaud or mud. They are usually nocturnal, but 
in wild countries they are not exclusively so- They ore met with in parties of 5 or 
G coneisting probably of a pair of old animals and their full grown or uearJy full 
grown offspring. These live together in a den usually amongst rooks or in 
alluvial countries in an exteneive burrow with several entrances on an elevated 
spot closo to the burrow. 


Numismatics : — One Roman coin woe purchased, aud tan punch marked 
coins Were kindly preseutod by the Director of luduetnes, Nagpur. 
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Flc/ufM;—Tweuty-ono tuouoobrome enlargemonts of direct photo^aphs of 
BGolptiirea and pasntinga of the HittannaT^t cave temple taken by Mr«L. Ganeaa 
Sarma with the permieatoii of the Durbar, were bought during the year. They 
will be fraucil and exhibited In a promment plaee in the Museittn The Darbar 
kindly presented two reproductions of the Isphaban frescoes by Mr. Sarkis 
Katchodciirian which they bought from him during hie visit to Pudukkottau 

Jdmmwhflhon:—M. B. By. K. VenkaUraiigam Baja Garu was Curator 
from the lieginning of the fasU tilt Ihth Jane, from which date he was granted 
leave for foiir months preparatory to hia retirement on IS—10—He was on 
privilege leave for 18 days from 20—2 — 3& when 31. B. Hy» D, Gaugadhata Rao* 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, was in charge. I took charge of the Museum on 
18—6—39 

The Government grant for the upkeep of the institution during the year 
was Rs. 6,4ti0, and the actual expenditure amounted to Rs. 5,380—12 o- 
Details are given in Appendix E, 

M. R. By. K. Venkatarangam Raiu was on tour for 80 days in the year, and 
visited the following places: — -Virakkudi, Mullaiydr, Kaliy^ppalli, Sittannav^aai, 
TiruppVir, Niirttamnloi, AlinavhBal, Pulvayal, KodumbiMr, Alafigudippatti, 
Viralimalai, V»|avatnpatti, Varappdr, MalaiyadippaHi, Aldsakudi, Tayiuippalti, 
Mayil&ppatti, Panafigu^i, Kil^tUpaiyam, MadattukkdvU, Chinnap&pduranpatti, 
Todaiydr, ^mhatWr, and Alattdr. ! was on tour for a day at the end of the 
fasU and visited EodumbalOr. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

K- R. SRINIVASA AlYAR, 

9—8_39. Curator. 


'•’‘^fcSGUEDl 
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APPENDIX E. 

Statement skoiving the Budget grant and the actual expenditure for the year 1938—89 (Fash 1848), 


No. 

Items. 

Budget 

grant. 

Actual 

expenditure. 



ns. A. P. 

BS. 

A. P, 

I 

A. Establishment 

S..^70 0 0 


15i s’ 

n 

B. Travelling allowance ... 

800 0 0 

1 

. 289 

i; 3 

m 

C. Supplies and Services :— 

' 1 ■ 


1 ■ 


1 (1) Cost of specimens 

410 0 0 

357 

14 ' 0 


(2) Petty construction and repairs ... 


1 



(3) Other Items 

30 0 0 

11 

6 8 

IV 

D. Contingencies ... ... . 

1,150 0 0 

\ 

1,157 

1 

7 8 


Total ... j 

5,460^ 0 0 

5,885|l2j 5| 


Bemarks. 


K. R. SRINIVASA AIYAR, 

9—8—39. Ag. Curator, 
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Sfi Bribadamha State Press, Padukkottai. 62—6-1-40. 





































. I 


I I 

,i 

i 



I 

I 


# 


F 




I 


f 


i-. 



r 


f*. 


PiuuuBtt at" 

- 'fcaai. 

^«Port^ 


’*A book thai ia ahut ie bui a block" 
^C^^ABOLOq/^ 

j 9 ^ ^ GOVT. OF IKDIA 
Gepsrtmeat of Aiclueology 
NEW DELHIt 

a 


'f* 


Please Help m to keep the book 
olcan and moring. 


14ft. M.Ertl.HL 










